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The history of Ehrenberg - Late Antiquity

The Celts were caught between the Germans forging southward, and the Romans moving northward. They disappeared sometime around the birth of Christ - or assimilated into a new Folk. People with Celtic linage can still be found today in parts of Ireland, Scotland, Wales and Brittany. The Celts often threatened the Roman Empire. In 15 BC the Romans returned the attack. Nero Claudius Drusus, the stepson of the emperor Augustus, crossed over the Alps in 15 BC thru the remote pass and the” Klause” (a secluded retreat) and arrived in the Alpine foreland. The Roman poet Horaz described the clash between the Romans and the "vendeler" Celts at the outskirts of the Alps: "Like a deer , that is enjoying the sumptuous pasture, who catches sight of a lion and gazes across at the death from unknown teeth, so the "Vendeler" catches sight at the foot of the raetischen Alps Drusus as the Commander-in-Chiefl". Drusus defeated the Celtic Vendeler.

One main settlement area of the Celtic tribes was the Lech: it was here that the well-known Celtic tribe ”Vindeliker” settled. A sub-group of this tribe was the “Likatier” who’s settlement was between Augsburg and the Alps. The name "Lech" itself is of Celtic origin. The Lech was called in Celtic “Licca”, which probably meant "the rapidly flowing". But, there are also other interpretations. The connection between the name of the river and the folk name "Likatier" is unmistakable. Consequently, the Lech flowed through the heartland of the “Vindeliker”.

Not too far away from Pinswang we still can find the remains of Celtic settlements. At Auerberg between Füssen and Marktoberdorf lies the former Celt settlement Damasia. Pinswang lies only twenty kilometers away by air! Also not very far away, between Schongau and Landsberg, lay Abodiacum, the present day Epfach. And finally, also within easy reach, the most important city of the Celtic Vindelikien and Germany’s oldest city of all: Cambodunum, today's Kempten. In Pinswang the remains of an old celtic square-fortification can be found. Many others have been located to the north. According to the most current research Pinswang is the southernmost location.. The complex corresponds with the type of a so-called "Celtic square-fortification". Such square fortifications were holy temple areas. The name "fortification" is poorly selected, since it has connotations with military defense. The Celtic squares however, represented an optical border of the holy area, where the Druids performed their religious tasks.

The fall of the Celts against the Romans (15 BC) also received it’s place in local legends. It is said that directly north of Ehrenberg the decisive battle in the "wallumwehrten" (Rampart/Dike defence) Celt fortress Damasia, today's Auerberg: "… was so wildly and embitterly fought that the women, as their men fell, hurled their babies toward the spears of the oncoming Romans, in order to spare them from life of serfdom and slavery."

The Romans crossed the "Ausserfern" for the first time in 15 BC. Tthe via Claudia Augusta was built in 46 AD. In 476 AD the west Roman realm fell. In 480 AD the last Romans withdrew from today's Austria. Therefore the Roman rule in the "Ausserfern" lasted nearly a half a millennium, to be exact, 495 years. On the way to Augsburg the following road stations were secured: Imst, Nassereith "Fernpass", Biberwier (perfectly excavated), Bichlbach Laehn, Breitenwang (in the area of the today's church) & Füssen. 
The via Claudia Augusta served the Romans from 46 to 480, therefore for 436 years. Where there were Roman roads, there were also Roman road stations. There were no historical records about their existence in the "Ausserfern". The Roman road system, which covered approximately 80,000 kilometres by the end of the Roman realm, was arranged with stopovers of two rankings. The road stations of the first order, which also had overnight accommodations were approximately twenty Roman miles apart (approximately 30 kilometres). Between these stations were the stations of the second order, thus ten Roman miles apart (approximately 15 kilometres), which usually only served for changing horses. 

There is no reason not to believe that this Roman regulation would not have applied in the "Asserfern". If we accept the Roman “Humiste” (Imst) as the starting point and the likewise Roman “Foetibus” (Füssen) as the end point, then between them lie exactly forty Roman miles (or approximately 60 kilometers). Between Humiste (Imst) and Foetibus (Füssen) there therefore must have been one Roman main road station and two auxiliary stations. If we divide this distance, then we discover twenty Roman miles away from both Humiste (Imst) and also Foetibus (Füssen) - "Laehn bei Bichlbach"!

We know that "Lähn bei Bichlbach" was called "Mittewald" in former times and already in the Middle Ages was the most important stopover point on the way through the "Ausserfern". Where then were the stations of the second order, the horse changing stations? If one measures ten Roman miles from Humiste (Imst), then one arrives at the foot of the remote Pass within the range of Nassereith. Half-way between Lähn and Foetibus (Füssen) lies Breitenwang. Logically the remaining road stations must have been within the area of Nassereith and Breitenwang.
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